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SHOTGUN PLAYERS PRESENT

The Threepenny Opera
 Written by Bertolt Brecht, Musical Score by Kurt Weill 
English translation by Robert MacDonald and Jeremy Sams

Directed by Susannah Martin
Musical Direction by David Moschler
Berkeley—In an abandoned bank, on a secluded street, one crafty entrepreneur named Peachum has made his name running a nasty business. Across town an equally criminal ringleader wins the heart of Peachum’s daughter. Seething with immoral decadence and debauchery, the lowly citizens of Brecht’s beggar’s opera make poverty a glorious art. The back allies of society are groaning and swelling with indiscretion. It’s dark and scary and yet you have to laugh. In a word, it’s punk.  The Threepenny Opera begins performances December 3rd and runs through January 17thth at The Ashby Stage.
Director Susannah Martin has a good point in choosing her framework for the show: “When I say punk: it’s really about the philosophies and motivations behind that movement as opposed to the commodified image that punk became.” The most prevalent aspect in Shotgun’s version of this production is broken expectation on every level. It's about contrast.  The lyrics contrast the melody; the objective contrasts the character; the characters contrast and contradict themselves. Not unlike the punk aesthetic, which embraces what is broken and wrong, and embodies the idea of social crisis in a traumatized city. 

After the financial crash of 1929, Brecht wrote and published a novel based on his play, entitled Threepenny Novel.  The villains in the novel become investment bankers who swindle ordinary citizens. Sound familiar? Brecht writes: "The real estate business...was no longer what it had been.  New investments were scarce and the old properties had suffered terrible depreciations..." Brecht argues that the true criminals are the businessmen behind the banks: "what's a crowbar compared to a share certificate?"    
Susannah Martin, known for her innovative directing style, plans to use elements of this novel to shape her version of the play so that it resonates strongly with our current economic turmoil.  She says, “I kept going to 70's because it's another time when the American economy was really depressed and people were reacting to similar issues as now: healthcare crisis, environmental/energy crisis, outsourcing of jobs, the death of American industry and the factory town, etc, etc.  
The so-called revolution of the 60's felt like a total bust in the 70's.  People were left picking up the pieces and feeling scammed.  Lots of good ideas had paved the way to self-indulgence with very little changing for minorities or the poor.  The failed revolution and the bitterness that people felt about that paved the way for a takeover by the right.  This scenario is very similar to what happened to Berlin in the 20's and then 30's.”
The Threepenny Opera will be directed by Susannah Martin, with music direction by David Moschler, and Choreography by Erika Chong Shuch. Costume Design by Mark Koss, Set Design by Nina Ball, Light Design by Allen Willner, Projections by Chris Paulina, Fight Direction by Dave Maier, Properties Design by Chris Kristant.

The cast of The Threepenny Opera features Andy Alabran, El Beh, Madeline H.D. Brown, Daniel Duque-Estrada, Bekka Fink, Dave Garrett, Josh Pollock, Casi Maggio, Rebecca Pingree, Eleanor Reinholt, Kelsey Venter*, Christopher W. White, Beth Wilmurt, Danny Wolohan* and Jeff Wood.
*Member of Actors’ Equity
CALENDAR LISTING

WHAT: Seething with immoral decadence and debauchery, the lowly citizens of Brecht’s beggar’s opera make poverty a glorious art. The back allies of society are groaning and swelling with indiscretion. It’s dark and scary and yet you have to laugh. In a word, it’s punk. 

WHEN: Previews Thursday, December 3rd and Friday, September 4th. Opens Saturday, December 5th. Runs Thursday – Saturday at 8PM, Sundays at 5PM through January 17th. Wednesday performances at 8PM begin January 6th. 

WHERE: The Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Avenue, Berkeley 
TICKET PRICES:  December 3, 4 & 6 are Pay-What-You-Can. 

Opening Night Saturday, December 5th is $30 with drinks and hors d’ouvres included after the show. Regular performance nights are $20 Thursdays, $25 Friday and Sunday, $30 for Saturdays. Wednesday performances for $18. Advance reservations strongly advised. 
New Year’s Eve Performance and Punk Rock Karaoke Afterparty, Thursday 12/31 -  $60.
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