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SHOTGUN PLAYERS PRESENT

God’s Ear 

By Jenny Schwartz
Directed by Erika Chong Shuch
Berkeley— Some people say there are five stages to grief. But there are also living rooms, airport lounges and loose teeth to contend with. Once a couple is shattered by unexpected tragedy, exquisite bravery, far flung business trips, and fantastical figures are all things that come between love, loss and healing. God’s Ear begins performances May 19th and runs through June 20th at The Ashby Stage.
Mel and Ted have lost their young son. Now, wherever Ted goes, he meets people with dead sons. And whatever Mel touches falls apart. Mel and Ted try to continue their way through the world, guided by their young daughter Lanie, the Tooth Fairy and G.I. Joe. Part poem, part love song, part dream, Schwartz’s lyrical footwork and domestic hallucinations create incredible emotional heft and harmony. Through her finely tuned depictions of love and longing, Schwartz creates a landscape that is both gut-wrenching and absolutely fanciful. Above the structure of the play arcs a beautiful poignant love story that finds eccentric and extraordinary outlets throughout a taut eighty minutes. 
Erika Chong Shuch is a choreographer and director known for presenting bizarre and endearing philosophical quandaries. A recipient of the Gerbode Foundation’s Emerging Choreographer’s Award, the SF Goldie Award, and a long standing artistic residency at Intersection for the Arts, Shuch has made a huge splash in the Bay Area over the past five years. Anyone not already familiar with her passion for multidisciplinary performance, her sweet and sorrowful mixtures of movement and text, is in for an original and unforgettable experience. 

Jenny Schwartz is a New York-based playwright and a graduate of Juilliard, where she received a fellowship in the Lila Acheson Wallace Playwriting Program. God’s Ear was premiered by New Georges under the direction of Anne Kauffman, was published by Faber & Faber, and was a finalist for the Susan Smith Blackburn Award. Jenny is an Associate Artist with The Civilians, and a member of New Dramatists.
God’s Ear will be directed by Erika Chong Shuch, with Set Design by Lisa Clark, and Costume Design by Valera Coble. Light Design by Allen Willner, Original Music Composed by Daveen DiGiacomo, Sound Design by Chris Paulina and Properties Design by Adriane Roberts.
The cast of God’s Ear features Beth Wilmurt, Joe Estlack, Keith Pinto*, Melina Meeng, Nika Ezell Pappas, Ryan O’Donnell and Zehra Berkman
*Member of Actors’ Equity

 CALENDAR LISTING

WHAT: Some people say there are five stages to grief. But there are also seven hundred and twenty breaths to every hour, and eight thousand seven hundred hours to every year. Once a couple is shattered by the death of their son, exquisite bravery, far flung business trips, and fantastical figures are all things that come between loss and healing.
WHEN: Previews Wednesday, May 19th and Thursday, May 20th. Opens Friday, May 21st. Runs Wednesdays at 7PM, Thursday – Saturday at 8PM, and Sundays at 5PM through June 20th. 

WHERE: The Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Avenue, Berkeley 
TICKET PRICES:  May 19, 20, 22 & 23 are Pay-What-You-Can. 

Opening Night Friday, May 21st is $30 with drinks and hors d’oeuvres included after the show. Regular performance nights are $15 on Wednesdays, $20 on Thursday, $23 Friday and Sunday, $28 for Saturdays. Advance reservations strongly advised. 
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