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Shotgun Players

In association with Jonathan Reinis Productions

present

ANDY WARHOL: GOOD FOR THE JEWS?
Written and performed by Josh Kornbluth

In collaboration with Director David Dower
Berkeley— The Bay Area’s favorite intellectual comedian, Shotgun brings Josh Kornbluth to the Ashby Stage in an East Bay remount of his highly successful new show. He’s funny, he’s outrageously smart, and his ideas are challenging even to a liberal Berkeley audience. Kornbluth’s latest investigation centers on the pop art icon Andy Warhol, and his one man show on the subject makes for a fiercely entertaining night at the theatre. Andy Warhol: Good for the Jews? begins February 9 and runs through February 27th at The Ashby Stage. 
In his newest show, Kornbluth examines Andy Warhol and the ten Jewish luminaries he painted in his controversial 1980 series, Ten Portraits of Jews of the Twentieth Century. When Warhol created these prints in 1980, The New York Times noted that “Critics denounced the series as crassly exploitative; audiences responded more favorably.”  Kornbluth first saw Ten Portraits of Jews of the Twentieth Century exhibited at The Contemporary Jewish Museum of San Francisco, and had a strong reaction to it. The museum then commissioned Kornbluth to create one of his irreverent monologues about his Warhol journey.
Raised as an atheist by Marxist parents, Kornbluth decided to examine his unease with the show by exploring its history, the subjects and their creator. In wrestling with Warhol’s motives and techniques, Kornbluth learned something about his own identity and the spiritual dimensions of Warhol’s art, much as viewers of Warhol’s paintings have found their own meaning in these works of art.
Josh Kornbluth, a comedic autobiographical monologist based in the San Francisco bay area, is known for his works Red Diaper Baby, The Mathematics of Change, and Ben Franklin: Unplugged. Kornbluth has toured internationally, written, directed and starred in several feature films including Haiku Tunnel  and Strange Culture. A concert film of his monologue Red Diaper Baby recently debuted on The Sundance Channel.  For two seasons, he hosted “The Josh Kornbluth Show” on KQED Public Television in San Francisco and a new program, Josh Kornbluth Talks to Strangers, is in the works. In 2008, his show Citizen Josh was a hit at Arena Stage. The New York Daily News says “Kornbluth is a writer with great originality and depth and a spell-binding performer. What more can you expect from an evening at the theater?”

 

Director And Co-Collaborator David Dower has worked closely with Kornbluth to create this piece, as well as Love & Taxes and Ben Franklin: Unplugged, both of which still tour nationally, and they collaborated on the films Haiku Tunnel and Red Diaper Baby. Dower is in his second season as Associate Artistic Director at Arena Stage, having formerly served as Artistic Director of Z Space Studio for 16 years. 

 

Producer Jonathan Reinis has won two Tony Awards and produced more than 150 shows in the Bay Area, including Carrie Fisher’s Wishful Drinking, which played on Broadway this year, Eve Ensler’s The Vagina Monologues, Russell Simmons’s Def Poetry Jam (Tony Award), Dame Edna (Tony Award), Steve Martin’s Picasso at the Lapin Agile, Forever Tango, and John Leguizamo’s Freak. Wishful Drinking, Freak, Forever Tango, Def Poetry Jam, and Dame Edna all transferred to Broadway after their successful runs.

Artist Andy Warhol, one of the preeminent figures in American Pop Art, transformed contemporary art by blurring traditional distinctions between fine art and pop culture. In the 1960s, he was instrumental in reviving the portrait genre, finding ways to blend the mass medium of photography with the "high art" of painting. Obsessed with fame and media hype, he appropriated images from popular culture and created unforgettable portraits of celebrities such as Marilyn Monroe and Elizabeth Taylor. Warhol's portraits, typically produced in multiple, defy customary expectations. By openly embracing commercialism and the trappings of fame, and by employing photography and silk-screening, he challenged concepts of originality and self-expression. Unlike many of Warhol's portraits, Ten Portraits of Jews of the Twentieth Century depicts subjects whom the artist never met. Warhol was evasive when asked to divulge his selection criteria for the series and once told a reporter that he chose these ten subjects "because I liked the faces."

CALENDAR LISTING

WHAT:  Kornbluth’s latest show centers on the pop art icon Andy Warhol, and the ten Jewish luminaries he painted in his controversial 1980 series, Ten Portraits of Jews of the Twentieth Century. Raised as an atheist by Marxist parents, Kornbluth investigates his unease with the show by exploring its history, the subjects and their creator, making for a fiercely entertaining night at the theatre.
WHEN: THREE WEEKS ONLY!!! Previews Wednesday, February 9th and Thursday, February 10th. Opens Friday, February 11th. Runs Thursday – Saturday at 8PM, Wednesdays at 7PM, and Sundays at 5PM through February 27th. 
WHERE: The Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Avenue, Berkeley 
TICKET PRICES: Previews on February 9th & 10th are $17.  Regular performance nights are $20 Thursdays, $23 Friday and Sunday, $26 for Saturdays. Wednesday performances for $17. Advance reservations strongly advised. 
For more information go to  www.shotgunplayers.org or call 510.841.6500 
For press photos, please download images from our website, or contact: 

Liz Lisle at  HYPERLINK  liz@shotgunplayers.org, or (510) 841-6500 x302










