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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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THE SHOTGUN PLAYERS 

are proud to announce our 2011

20th Anniversary Season

BERKELEY—This year The Shotgun Players will celebrate twenty years of making theatre, a milestone that we think deserves more than a cake and a fistful of candles. It demands something radical and unprecedented - something truly dramatic. How about a season of five magnificent commissions by ground-breaking writers to really blow out the lights? We’re not getting older. We’re getting better. And to keep it affordable, we’re once again making the first week of every production Pay What You Can. Here’s a preview of our outstanding line-up for next season:
Beardo
By Jason Craig, Original Music by Dave Malloy
Directed by Founding Artistic Director Patrick Dooley
March 23 – April 24
Rasputin: healer or hedonist or both? Playwright Jason Craig and composer Dave Malloy who brought you Beowulf: A Thousand Years of Baggage team up with Artistic Director Patrick Dooley to delve into the world of Russia's infamous bad boy mystic.

The Care of Trees
By E. Hunter Spreen, Directed by Company Member Susannah Martin
May 18 – June 19
Strangers become lovers become strangers.  Magical realism infuses the journey at the heart of this play. Susannah Martin describes Ms. Spreen's writing as  "...visceral, athletic, both spare and clean and chaotic and frenzied. It's alive and blazing hot."

The Road to Hades
By Jeff Raz, Original Music by Johannes Mager

Directed by Sabrina Klein
July 30 – September 11
Jeff Raz, lead performer with Cirque du Soleil and founder of the SF Clown Conservatory, takes inspiration from the comedies of Aristophanes to create an exuberant pratfall into the thorny subject of war. Mount Olympus is no match for history’s most satirical and clever of playwrights, especially when he’s armed with a troupe of circus performers and a music-mad muse. 

Phaedre
Adapted by Adam Bock
Directed by Rose Riordan
September 21 – October 23
Obie Award Winner Adam Bock returns to Shotgun Players with a riveting modern adaptation of Racine's classic tale of a woman with an unsatisfying marriage who indulges in an obsessive passion for a younger man - who happens to be her husband's son.  It's a mid-life crisis gone bad.  Way, way bad.
God’s Plot
Written & Directed by Company Member Mark Jackson
December 1 - January 15
Art, religion, politics - a love story.  In 1665 the first shot heard round the world came from a play performed in a tavern that that took satirical aim at the King of England. Mark Jackson uses this provocative event to create a tale of political jockeying, clandestine love, and unholy music - all according to God's plot for this land we call home.

WHERE: The Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94703
TICKET PRICES: Pay What You Can - $26. The first week of each production, all performances are Pay-What-You-Can. After the first week, Wednesdays are $17, Thursdays are $20, Fridays & Sundays are $23, and Saturdays are $26. Reservations for all performances are strongly advised. For every performance there will be tickets released at the door. The waiting list for these tickets begins taking names one hour before show time. 
For more information go to www.shotgunplayers.org or call 510.841.6500 
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Playwright’s Biographies

Jason Craig (Under commission for Beardo)
Jason Craig is Co-Founder/Co-Artistic Director of Banana Bag & Bodice for which he is a writer, performer and set designer. His writing with BBB has won him awards nationally and internationally. Commissions outside of BBB include The Exit Theatre (SF) Juggernaut Theatre (NY) and The Shotgun Players Berkeley, Ca.) His adaptation of Beowulf entitled Beowulf- A Thousand Years of Baggage received the Will Glickman Award for Best New play in the Bay Area. He has been a featured artist in many publications, including Theatre Forum, Theatre Bay Area, Time Out New York, The New York Times and American Theater Magazine. For Space//Space he received an Individual Artist Commission from NYSCA. He received a BA (hons) in Architecture from Hull University, England.

E. Hunter Spreen (The Care of Trees)
E. Hunter Spreen is an award-winning playwright and screenwriter, devisor, director, and actor whose work includes This World Is Not My Home, Furious Angel, 611 Supreme, ElectrOphelia, Waltzing the Half-Hula, Savage Gravity, and Into the Blue. Elizabeth is the Artistic Director/program manager of National Playwrighting Month (NAPLWRIMO), a web-based event whose goal is to foster community and nurture playwrights of all levels. She founded and was Joint Artistic Director of Paducah Mining Company, an award-winning theater ensemble that produced plays by contemporary American playwrights and devised work that explored cultural identity through class, race, and gender. She is currently finishing her thesis on blogging and the ecology of theater criticism.

Jeff Raz (The Road to Hades)

Jeff Raz has performed nationally and internationally with circuses and theaters including Cirque du Soleil, The Pickle Circus, Lincoln Center Theater, Vaudeville Nouveau, Dell'Arte Players, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Marin and S.F. Shakespeare Festivals, TheatreWorks and Marin Theater Company.  He has written 12 plays, including adaptations of "Oedipus" and The Book of Esther.  He has directed many plays, circuses and puppet theaters and is the founder of the Clown Conservatory, a program that has trained some of the top young clowns who are currently performing around the world.

Adam Bock (Phaedre)
Adam Bock’s newest play A SMALL FIRE will premiere this winter at Playwrights Horizons. Recently, his musical adaptation of Shirley Jackson’s “We Have Always Lived in the Castle” with music by Todd Almond, premiered at Yale Repertory Theatre. His play, THE RECEPTIONIST, received its World Premiere at Manhattan Theatre Club in the fall of 2007 to a sold-out extended run. The play has had many stock and amateur productions around the country, including The Odyssey Theatre in La’s production, starring Megan Mullally in the Fall 2009. His other works include THE DRUNKEN CITY, THE THUGS (OBIE Award), SWIMMING IN THE SHALLOWS (3 BATCC Awards, Clauder Award), FIVE FLIGHTS (Glickman Award), THE TYPOGRAPHER’S DREAM, THE SHAKER CHAIR and THREE GUYS AND A BRENDA (Heideman Award). His plays have been commissioned, developed and produced in NYC by MTC, Playwrights Horizons, Second Stage, SoHo Rep, Primary Stages, The Vineyard, Rattlestick, Clubbed Thumb, and regionally at Yale, Trinity Rep,  the O'Neill, the Humana Festival, UCross/Sundance, in San Francisco, LA, Seattle, Salt Lake, Montreal, Toronto, London, and Edinburgh, among others. He is the resident playwright at Encore Theater, a Shotgun Players artistic associate, and a New Dramatist member playwright. 
Mark Jackson (God’s Plot)
Mark Jackson is an award-winning playwright, director and performer. He was Artistic Director of Art Street Theatre, San Francisco, from 1995 to 2004, during which time he wrote, directed and performed in numerous productions for the company. Mark’s work has also been seen at Aurora Theatre Company, Encore Theatre Company, EXIT Theatre, Potrzebie Dance Project, San Francisco International Arts Festival, Shotgun Players, Z Space, and The Studio Theatre (Washington D.C.), among others; as well as internationally at Arts International Festival IV (Japan), Edinburgh Festival Fringe (UK), and Deutsches Theater Berlin (Germany). His plays have been developed at American Conservatory Theater, Capital Stage, EXIT Theatre, Playwrights Foundation, Magic Theatre, and Z Space. A collection of Mark’s plays was recently published by EXIT Press.
